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The Bestles were an English rock band from Liverpool who recorded hundreds of songs during their career.
The group's "main catal ogue"—songs rel eased between 1962 and 1970—consists of 213 songs (four of
which exist in different versions): 188 originals and 25 covers. Since their break-up, over 100 more songs by
the group have been officially released, including live songs the group never recorded in the studio and
numerous outtakes. The band also recorded several songs that remain unreleased. Often considered the most
influential band of the rock era, the group's music pioneered new recording techniques and was primarily
responsible for pop music's evolution into an art form. The majority of their recordings were produced by
George Martin, who also played and composed string arrangements on multiple songs; his influence on the
group led him to be referred to as the "Fifth Beatl€". Between 1962 and 1968, the Beatles released their songs
in both mono and stereo versions, Abbey Road and Let It Be were mixed and released only in stereo. Their
songs often featured differences between the mixes and the group put the most effort into making the mono
mixes. All mono mixes were remastered and released on The Beatlesin Mono box set in 2009, along with the
remastering of the band's entire catalogue in stereo.

Following their signing with EMI in 1962, each member of the Beatles contributed to songwriting. Their
primary songwriters were the partnership of John Lennon and Paul McCartney, who composed most of the
group's songs; lead guitarist George Harrison wrote 22 songs, including "While My Guitar Gently Weeps",
"Something" and "Here Comes the Sun", while drummer Ringo Starr wrote two songs ("Don't Pass Me By"
and "Octopus's Garden"), and was credited as co-writer for four others. While songs written by Lennon or
McCartney were always credited to "L ennon—McCartney", the pair wrote many songs completely separately.
Theseinclude "Come Together”, " Strawberry Fields Forever" and "Nowhere Man" (Lennon) and "Hey
Jude’, "Let It Be" and "Y esterday” (McCartney), the last of which is one of the most covered songs of all
time. Artists the band covered while together included Chuck Berry ("Roll Over Beethoven™, "Rock and Roll
Music"), Carl Perkins ("Matchbox", "Honey Don't"), Larry Williams ("Slow Down", "Dizzy Miss Lizzy")
and Little Richard ("Long Tall Sally"). Cover songs were included on five of the band's core albums: Please
Please Me and With the Beatles (both 1963), Beatles for Sale (1964), Help! (1965) and Let It Be (1970).
Lead vocals were a so shared by the group, with Starr usually contributing vocals to one song per album. The
group were known for their harmonies, mostly two-part, but sang intricate three-part harmonies on "This
Boy", "Yesltls' and "Because".

Originally rooted in skiffle and 1950s rock and roll music, the group embraced pop music in their early years
("She Loves You", "I Want to Hold Y our Hand"), but began to branch out into different genres, including
folk rock (Help!, Rubber Soul), country ("Act Naturally”, "Don't Pass Me By") and psychedelia (Sgt.
Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band, Magical Mystery Tour). Their 1968 self-titled album (also known as the
"White Album") in particular featured a wide range of styles, including ska ("Ob-La-Di, Ob-La-Da"), blues
("Yer Blues"), hard rock ("Helter Skelter" and the single version of "Revolution™), and a musique concrete
sound collage ("Revolution 9"). The group also composed numerous ballads, including "Michelle" and "The
Long and Winding Road". During their career, the Beatles introduced more innovations into popular music
than any other rock band of the 20th century. Some of these include one of the first uses of guitar feedback in
music ("I Feel Fine"), the first use of afade-in in apop song ("Eight Days a Week"), use of tape loops
("Tomorrow Never Knows"), using the recording studio as an instrument (Revolver and Sgt. Pepper) and
popularising the Indian sitar in pop music ("Norwegian Wood"); Harrison further embraced Indian music on
songssuch as"Love You To", "Within You Without You" and "The Inner Light". Abbey Road (1969)



featured prominent use of the Moog synthesiser and the L eslie speaker, along with a medley of song
fragments edited together to form a single piece.

Along with their main catalogue, over 100 previously unreleased songs have been released on numerous live
albums, compilations, and deluxe editions. These include demos, outtakes, songs the group only recorded
live and not in the studio and, for The Beatles Anthology in the 1990s, two reunion songs. "Free asaBird"
and "Real Love". A fina reunion song, "Now and Then", was released in 2023. The Beatles remain one of
the most acclaimed and influential artists in popular music history. Their songs have been covered thousands
of times by awide range of artists and continue to be celebrated around the world.
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The Beatles, commonly referred to as the White Album, is the ninth studio album and only double album by
the English rock band the Beatles, released on 22 November 1968. Featuring a plain white sleeve, the cover
contains no graphics or text other than the band's name embossed. This was intended as a direct contrast to
the vivid cover artwork of the band's previous LP, Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band (1967). The
Bestlesis recognized for its fragmentary style and diverse range of genres, including folk, country rock,
British blues, ska, music hall, hard rock, psychedelia and avant-garde. It has since been viewed by some
critics as a postmodern work, and is retrospectively widely regarded as one of the greatest albums of all time.
The album was the band's first L P release on their then-recently founded Apple Records after previous
albums were released on Parlophone in the United Kingdom and Capitol Records in the United States.

In late May 1968, the Beatles returned to EMI Studios in London to commence recording sessions that lasted
until mid-October. During these sessions, arguments frequently broke out among the foursome over creative
differences and the presence of John Lennon's new partner, Y oko Ono, which subverted the Beatles policy of
excluding wives and girlfriends from the studio. After a series of problems, including producer George
Martin taking an unannounced holiday and engineer Geoff Emerick suddenly quitting during a session,
Ringo Starr left the band for two weeks in August. The same tensions continued throughout the following
year and led to the band's break-up.

The album features 30 songs, 19 of which were written during March and April 1968 at a Transcendental
Meditation course in Rishikesh, India. There, the only Western instrument available to the band was the
acoustic guitar; several of these songs remained acoustic on The Beatles and were recorded solo, or only by
part of the group. The production aesthetic ensured that the album's sound was scaled down and less reliant
on studio innovation than most of their releases since Revolver (1966). The Beatles also broke with the
band's tradition at the time of incorporating several musical stylesin one song by keeping each piece of
music consistently faithful to a select genre.

The Beatles received favourable reviews from most music critics; detractors found its satirical songs
unimportant and apolitical amid the turbulent political and social climate of 1968. It topped record chartsin
Britain and the United States. No singles were issued in either territory, but "Hey Jude" and "Revolution™
originated from the same recording sessions and were issued as asingle in August 1968. The album has since
been certified 24x platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), tied for fifth all time.
A remixed and expanded edition of the album was released in 2018 to commemorate its 50th anniversary.
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The Beatles were an English rock band formed in Liverpool in 1960. The core lineup of the band comprised
John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr. They are widely regarded as the most
influential band in Western popular music and were integral to the development of 1960s counterculture and
the recognition of popular music as an art form. Rooted in skiffle, beat and 1950s rock 'n' roll, their sound
incorporated elements of classical music and traditional pop in innovative ways. The band aso explored
music styles ranging from folk and Indian music to psychedelia and hard rock. As pioneersin recording,
songwriting and artistic presentation, the Beatles revol utionised many aspects of the music industry and were
often publicised as |eaders of the era's youth and sociocultura movements.

Led by primary songwriters Lennon and McCartney, the Beatles evolved from Lennon's previous group, the
Quarrymen, and built their reputation by playing clubsin Liverpool and Hamburg, Germany, starting in
1960, initially with Stuart Sutcliffe playing bass. The core trio of Lennon, McCartney and Harrison, together
since 1958, went through a succession of drummers, including Pete Best, before inviting Starr to join themin
1962. Manager Brian Epstein moulded them into a professional act, and producer George Martin developed
their recordings, greatly expanding their domestic success after they signed with EMI and achieved their first
hit, "Love Me Do", in late 1962. Astheir popularity grew into the intense fan frenzy dubbed "Beatlemania’,
the band acquired the nickname "the Fab Four". Epstein, Martin or other members of the band's entourage
were sometimes informally referred to as a "fifth Beatle".

By early 1964, the Beatles were international stars and had achieved unprecedented levels of critical and
commercia success. They became aleading force in Britain's cultural resurgence, ushering in the British
Invasion of the United States pop market. They soon made their film debut with A Hard Day's Night (1964).
A growing desireto refine their studio efforts, coupled with the challenging nature of their concert tours, led
to the band's retirement from live performancesin 1966. During this time, they produced albums of greater
sophistication, including Rubber Soul (1965), Revolver (1966) and Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band
(1967). They enjoyed further commercial success with The Beatles (also known as "the White Album®™,
1968) and Abbey Road (1969). The success of these records heralded the album era, increased public interest
in psychedelic drugs and Eastern spirituality, and furthered advancements in electronic music, album art and
music videos. In 1968, they founded Apple Corps, a multi-armed multimedia corporation that continues to
oversee projects related to the band's legacy. After the group's break-up in 1970, all principa former
members enjoyed success as solo artists. While some partial reunions occurred over the next decade, the four
members never reunited. Lennon was murdered in 1980, and Harrison died of lung cancer in 2001.
McCartney and Starr remain musically active.

The Beatles are the best-selling music act of all time, with estimated sales of 600 million units worldwide.
They are the most successful act in the history of the US Billboard charts, with the most number-one hits on
the U.S. Billboard Hot 100 chart (20), and they hold the record for most number-one abums on the UK
Albums Chart (15) and most singles sold in the UK (21.9 million). The band received many accolades,
including eight Grammy Awards, four Brit Awards, an Academy Award (for Best Original Song Score for
the 1970 documentary film Let It Be) and fifteen Ivor Novello Awards. They were inducted into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame in their first year of eligibility, 1988, and each principal member was individually
inducted between 1994 and 2015. In 2004 and 2011, the group topped Rolling Stone's lists of the greatest
artists in history. Time magazine named them among the 20th century's 100 most important people.
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With the Beatles is the second studio album by the English rock band the Beatles. It was released in the
United Kingdom on 22 November 1963 on Parlophone, eight months after the release of the band's debut
album, Please Please Me. Produced by George Martin, the album features eight original compositions (seven
by Lennon—-McCartney and "Don't Bother Me", George Harrison's first recorded solo composition) and six



covers (mostly of rock and roll and Motown R&B hits). The sessions also yielded the non-album single, "I
Want to Hold Y our Hand" backed by "This Boy". The cover photograph was taken by the fashion
photographer Robert Freeman and has since been mimicked by several music groups. A different cover was
used for the Australian release of the album, which the Beatles were displeased with.

In the United States, the album's tracks were unevenly split over the group'sfirst two albums released on
Capitol Records: Meet the Besatles! and The Beatles Second Album. It was a so released in Canada under the
name Beatlemanial With the Beatles. The album was ranked number 420 on Rolling Stone magazine's list of
the 500 Greatest Albums of All Time in 2003, and was included in Robert Dimery's 1001 Albums Y ou Must
Hear Before You Die (2010). It was also voted number 275 in the third edition of English writer Colin
Larkin's All Time Top 1000 Albums (2000).
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The fifth Beatle is an informal title that has been applied to people who were at one point a member of the
Beatles or who had a strong association with John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison, and Ringo
Starr. The term originated in 1964 with the American disc jockey Murray the K, who pronounced himself the
"fifth Beatl€" due to the amount of promotion and coverage he afforded the band on his radio program. In the
2024 film Beatles '64, directed by David Tedeschi and produced by Martin Scorsese, Harrison is seen
questioning Murray the K's original proximity to the group.

The band's members have offered their own views as to who should be described with the title. McCartney
said in a1997 interview that "if anyone was the fifth Beatle", it was manager Brian Epstein, and later applied
the honorific to producer George Martin in a2016 memorial post. Harrison said at the Beatles 1988
induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame that there were only two "fifth Beatles': Derek Taylor, the
Beatles public relations manager, and Neil Aspinall, their road manager-turned-busi ness-executive. Others
referred to as the "fifth Beatle" include their early drummer, Pete Best, original bassist Stuart Sutcliffe, and
keyboardist Billy Preston.
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The English rock group the Beatles toured West Germany, Japan and the Philippines between 24 June and 4
July 1966. The thirteen concerts comprised the first stage of aworld tour that ended with the band's final tour
of the United States, in August 1966. The shows in West Germany represented a return to the country where
the Beatles had devel oped as a group before achieving fame in 1963. The return flight from the Philippines to
England included a stopover in Delhi, India. There, the Beatles indulged in two days of sightseeing and
shopping for musical instruments while still under the attention of the press and local fans.

The concerts were well attended yet provided the band with little in the way of artistic fulfilment. The
programme was in the package-tour format typical of the 1960s, with two shows per day, several support acts
on the bill and the Beatles' set lasting around 30 minutes. The band's setlist included their new single,
"Paperback Writer", but no songs from their recently completed album, Revolver. Often marked by poor
playing, the shows highlighted the division between what the group could achieve when performing live as a
four-piece with inadequate amplification and the more complex music they were able to create in the
recording studio. Concerts at the Circus-Krone-Bau in Munich and the Nippon Budokan hall in Tokyo were
filmed and broadcast on local television networks.



The tour signalled a change in the Beatlemania phenomenon, as harsh measures were used to restrain crowds
for the first time and the band became a symbol of societal division between conservative and liberal
thinking. The bookings at the Budokan, a venue reserved for martial arts, offended many traditionalistsin
Japan, resulting in death threats to the Beatles and a heightened police presence throughout their stay. In
Manila, the band's nonattendance at a social engagement hosted by Imelda Marcos led to a hostile reaction
from citizens loyal to the Marcos regime, government officials and army personnel. The Beatles and their
entourage were manhandled while attempting to leave the country and forced to surrender much of the
earnings from the group's two shows at the Rizal Memoria Stadium.

On their return to London, the Beatles were outspoken in their condemnation of the Philippines. As aresult
of the eventsin Manila, the band lost faith with their longtime manager Brian Epstein and made the decision
to end their career as live performersthat year. By contrast, the stay in Tokyo established an enduring bond
between the Beatles and Japan, where each of the band members visited or performed in the decades
following the group's break-up in April 1970.
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Thisisalist of cover versions by music artists who have recorded one or more songs written and originally
recorded by English rock band The Beatles. Many albums have been created in dedication to the group,
including film soundtracks, such as| Am Sam (2001) and Across the Universe (2007) and commemorative
albums such as Sgt. Pepper Knew My Father (1988) and This Bird Has Flown (2005).

Artists who have covered songs from the solo careers of the Beatles members John Lennon, George
Harrison, Paul McCartney and Ringo Starr are not included; re-recordings of Beatles songs by the former
Beatles; and songs which The Beatles covered are aso not included. Non-Beatles songs credited to
Lennon—McCartney are also not included.
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Revolver is the seventh studio album by the English rock band the Beatles. It was released on 5 August 1966,
accompanied by the double A-side single "Eleanor Rigby" / "Y ellow Submarine”. The album was the
Beatles final recording project before their retirement as live performers and marked the group's most overt
use of studio technology to date, building on the advances of their late 1965 release Rubber Soul. It has since
become regarded as one of the greatest and most innovative albums in the history of popular music, with
recognition centred on its range of musical styles, diverse sounds and lyrical content.

The Beatles recorded Revolver after taking a three-month break at the start of 1966, and during a period
when London was feted as the era's cultural capital. Regarded by some commentators as the start of the
group's psychedelic period, the songs reflect their interest in the drug L SD, Eastern philosophy and the avant-
garde while addressing themes such as death and transcendence of material concerns. With no plans to
reproduce their new material in concert, the band made liberal use of automatic double tracking, varispeed,
reversed tapes, close audio miking, and instruments outside of their standard live set-up. Among its tracks are
"Tomorrow Never Knows', incorporating heavy Indian drone and a collage of tape loops; "Eleanor Rigby", a
song about loneliness featuring a string octet as its only musical backing; and "Love You To", aforay into
Hindustani classical music. The sessions also produced a non-album single, " Paperback Writer", backed with
"Rain".



In the United Kingdom, the album's 14 tracks were gradually distributed to radio stations in the weeks before
itsrelease. In North America, Revolver was reduced to 11 songs by Capitol Records, with the omitted three
appearing on the June 1966 LP Y esterday and Today. The release there coincided with the Beatles fina
concert tour and the controversy surrounding John Lennon's remark that the band had become "more popular
than Jesus'. The album topped the Record Retailer chart in the UK for seven weeks and the US Billboard
Top LPslist for six weeks. Critical reaction was highly favourable in the UK but less so in the US amid the
press's unease at the band's outspokenness on contemporary issues.

Revolver expanded the boundaries of pop music, revolutionised standard practices in studio recording,
advanced principles espoused by the 1960s counterculture, and inspired the devel opment of psychedelic rock,
electronica, progressive rock and world music. The album cover, designed by Klaus V oormann, combined
Aubrey Beardsley-inspired line drawing with photo collage and won the 1967 Grammy Award for Best
Album Cover, Graphic Arts. Aided by the 1987 international CD release, which standardised its content to
the original Parlophone version, Revolver has surpassed Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band (1967) in
many critics' estimation as the Beatles best album. It was ranked first in the 1998 and 2000 editions of Colin
Larkin's book All Time Top 1000 Albums and third in the 2003 and 2012 editions of Rolling Stone
magazine's list of the "500 Greatest Albums of All Time". It has been certified double platinum by the British
Phonographic Industry (BPI) and 5x platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA). A
remixed and expanded edition of the album was released in 2022.
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The Beatles were an English rock band formed in Liverpool in 1960. With a line-up comprising John
Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr, they are commonly regarded as the most
influential band of all time. Between 1964 and 1970, they appeared in five major motion pictures, beginning
with A Hard Day's Night (1964) and ending with Let It Be (1970). From late 1965 to 1969, the group also
appeared in several promotional filmsfor their singles, which have been credited with anticipating music
videos and therise of MTV in the 1980s.

During the years of Beatlemania (ca.1963-1966), the Beatles appeared in two films, A Hard Day's Night
(1964) and Help! (1965), both directed by American director Richard Lester. A Hard Day's Night was shot in
black and white and featured the band as fictionalised versions of themselves during the height of
Beatlemania, while Help! was shot in colour and saw the group struggle to record music while trying to
protect Starr from a sinister cult and a pair of mad scientists, all of whom are obsessed with obtaining one of
his rings. Following the recording of Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band (1967), the Beatles produced
and starred in their third mgjor feature, Magical Mystery Tour (1967), a mostly unscripted television film
which saw the group and friends on a British mystery tour. The band cameoed in the animated Y ellow
Submarine (1968), which featured cartoon versions of the band members and a soundtrack that included
then-unreleased studio recordings. The band's final major film was Let It Be, which documented the group
rehearsing and recording songs for the eponymous album.

Most of their films were very well-received, except Magical Mystery Tour which was panned by critics and
the public alike. Each of their films had the same name as their associated soundtrack album and a song on
that album. The individual Beatles aso had their own film careers outside the band to varying degrees. Starr
became a successful actor, Harrison became a successful producer with his production company HandMade
Films, McCartney appeared in three films and Lennon had a co-starring role in How | Won the War (1967).
The Beatles have also been the subject of numerous documentary films, have been portrayed onscreen in
both film and television, and have inspired other films.

Break-up of the Beatles
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The Beatles were an English rock band, active from 1960 until 1970. From 1962 onwards, the band's
members were John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr. Their disbandment is
attributed to numerous factors, including the strain of the Beatlemania phenomenon, the 1967 death of their
manager Brian Epstein, bandmates' discontent of McCartney's leadership of the band, Lennon's heroin use
and hisrelationship with Y oko Ono, Harrison's increasingly prolific songwriting, the floundering of Apple
Corps, the Get Back project (renamed Let It Bein 1970), and manageria disputes.

During the latter half of the 1960s, each of the band's members began to assert individual artistic agendas.
Thelr disunity became most evident on 1968's The Beatles (also known as "the White Album"), and quarrels
and disharmony over musical matters soon permeated their business discussions. Starr |eft the group for two
weeks during the White Album sessions, and Harrison quit for five days during the Get Back rehearsals.
Starting in the autumn of 1968, the group quarrelled regarding who should handle their business affairs.
McCartney lobbied for the entertainment lawyers L ee and John Eastman but was outvoted by his bandmates
in favour of the businessman Allen Klein.

The final time that the four members recorded together was the session for Abbey Road's "The End" on 20
August 1969, a date which also saw further mixing and editing for "I Want Y ou (She's So Heavy)"; their final
meeting with all four present was two days later at a photo session held at Lennon's Tittenhurst estate. On 20
September, Lennon privately informed his bandmates at a meeting at Apple, without Harrison present, that
he was leaving the Beatles, although it was unclear to the other members whether his departure was
permanent. On 10 April 1970, McCartney said in a press release that he was no longer working with the
group, which sparked a widespread media reaction and worsened the tensions between him and his
bandmates. Legal disputes continued long after his announcement, and the dissolution was not formalised
until 29 December 1974.

Rumours of afull-fledged reunion persisted throughout the 1970s, as the members occasionally reunited for
collaboration, but never with all four simultaneoudly. Starr's "I'm the Greatest” (1973) and Harrison's "All
Those Years Ago” (1981) are the only tracks that feature three ex-Beatles. Rumours also circulated that the
1976 debut album of Canadian rock band Klaatu, 3:47 EST, was secretly a new release by the Beatles, due to
the lack of writing credits and similar sound, though was debunked when the members publicly revealed their
identities ayear later. After Lennon's murder in 1980, the surviving members reunited for the Anthology
project in 1994, using the unfinished Lennon demos "Free as aBird", "Real Love" and "Now and Then" as
the basis for new songs recorded and released as Beatles material, though the latter remained unrel eased until
2023.
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